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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS

Now we can really start the countdown to the concert – only another 40 weeks to go!  Contracts are about to be signed with the RAH and our first meeting there is being planned, so it now all begins to feel very real!

SOME NUMBERS

1 Conductor

1 Soloist

1 Orchestra

2 Composers

4 Brass Bands

16 Timpani

69 Tenors

119 Basses

238 Sopranos

250 Contraltos

676 Total in the choir

4000 Audience (we hope!)

All add up to 1 performance
We are delighted that so many have now formally signed up to join us once again, and the list of choirs providing singers is:-

Aeolian Singers

Barnet Choral Society

Bishops Stortford Choral Society

Chiltern Chamber Choir

Chipperfield Choral Society

Harpenden Choral Society

Hertford Choral Society

North Herts Guild of Singers

QC Chamber Choir

St. Albans Choral Society

Stevenage Choral Society

The Chiltern Choir

Tring Choral Society

Ware Choral Society

Watford Philharmonic Society

Welwyn Garden City Music Society
We have also now confirmed the date with our old friends at the Westminster Philharmonic Orchestra, who are greatly looking forward to the evening – and are already being contacted by timpanists from all around the South East!

The other important ingredient of the evening is the tenor soloist and we are currently awaiting news of an exciting “signing” for the project!

Our young composer, Daniel Basford, has now started work on our opening piece and we are all very much looking forward to hearing our world première.
WEBSITE

We are currently updating our website for this concert.  Once again this will contain general information about the concert, but more importantly all the information you, the participants, need will be put up there, including copies of all the Newsletters.  Do check it out - the address is:-

www.Jointhertschoirs.org.uk
TICKET PRICES
Of course one of the most important aspects of the evening is to raise money for the BCPB and to do this we will need to sell as many tickets as possible.  The Committee has now agreed this year’s prices and have increased the top prices, while keeping many in line with our last concert:-

Grand Tier Boxes  -  £30  
Loggia Boxes  -  £30  
2nd Tier Boxes  -  £25  
Stalls  -  £30  
Front Arena  -  £25  
Rear Arena  -  £21  
Front Circle  -  £18 
Rear Circle  -  £14  
Restricted View  -  £8.00

This is really excellent value for such an exciting evening!  We will let you know when the tickets actually go on sale at the RAH, but it’s never too early to start encouraging sales!  And remember, apart from the immense satisfaction to be gained from singing to a full Hall, every ticket sold means more money raised for our charity, the British Council for Prevention of Blindness.  

MUSIC
The music is now being ordered from Bärenreiters as per the numbers we have been given by each choir.  Once we are in a position to confirm the costs for this, we will contact each choir again for the appropriate monies.  We are very grateful to Jane Apling, the Librarian for Stevenage Choral Society, who has once again nobly volunteered to undertake the huge task of obtaining the music and co-ordinating its distribution.  She will be contacting each choir’s Librarian or nominated contact in due course to arrange for delivery of the scores.

A REMINDER OF DATES AND DETAILS
WORKSHOPS

Two Workshops are being held in the summer to provide an introduction to the work and a run-through of some of the music.  We are delighted that at both of these our guest will be Adrian Brown, an acknowledged expert on Berlioz and a hugely entertaining speaker, who will be giving us some of the fascinating background to this amazing work.  Please note that these Workshops are not compulsory, but this is an opportunity for us to begin to meet each other as well as taking our collective enthusiasm back to our choirs as the new term begins in September!  It is expected that participants will be attending the workshop in their area, but you will be welcome to attend the alternative date if you are unable to do that.  We will be contacting choirs in due course to confirm their venue and to get an idea of the numbers to expect on each date.
Saturday, 30th June 2007, 11.00 am–4.30 pm at Ware Drill Hall

Saturday, 14th July 2007, 11.00 am–4.30 pm at

the Royal Masonic School for Girls,     Rickmansworth.  (Please note this is a change to the venue previously given.)


REGIONAL REHEARSALS

There will be three regional rehearsals and we expect every singer to attend at least one of them.  Again, it is expected that choirs will be attending the rehearsal in their area, but it will be possible for individuals to attend a different rehearsal if they are not available on the suggested date or wish to attend more than one.  We will also be contacting choirs in due course to confirm their rehearsal venue and to get an idea of the numbers to expect on each date.
Saturday, 15th September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at Hitchin Boys’ School

Sunday, 16th September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at     Ware Drill Hall

Saturday, 22nd September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at St. Clement Danes School, Chorleywood

FULL REHEARSAL WITH ORCHESTRA

Everyone will be expected to attend this rehearsal.
Sunday, 28th October 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at     Harlow Sportcentre

THE BIG DAY!!

Sunday, 4th November 2007 - Royal Albert Hall
Full details of the concert day will be given nearer the time, but we expect the rehearsal to be 2.00-5.00 pm.  As it is quite a task to get so many singers seated, we will be asking choirs to arrive in plenty of time to allow this to be done.  The concert will be starting at 7.30 pm.

In terms of planning, November will soon be here and we all very much looking forward to this next joint venture!   If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact John Jefkins, or our Committee Secretary Diana Salthouse – their contact details are shown below.







Any questions, comments or suggestions?  

Please contact John Jefkins (01494 874507 or e-mail johnjefkins@tiscali.co.uk) or

Diana Salthouse (01992 554115 or e-mail dianasalthouse@hotmail.com)


